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REACHING OUT 
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SO THE 
CRAFTING 
YOU'VE BEEN 
DOING ON THE 
SIDE HAS BEEN 
GOING WELL, 
HUH? 


fil 




















BEFORE SEEMS 








THAT’S 
WONDERFUL, 
ISN’T IT? 





IT’S HARD 
FINDING FREE 
TIME AS A 
HOMEMAKER 
TO COMMIT 
IN THE TO THAT 
BEGINNING, KINDA 
ICOULDN’T THING. 
FIGURE IT 
OUT AT 











I KNEWIT, = THAT 
I SUDDENLY WAY. 
HAD A STEADY 
STREAM OF 
ORDERS. 


I KNOW A 
LOT OF OTHER 
HOUSEWIVES 
WHO'VE TRIED 
CRAFTING, LIKE 
v«sBUT YOU, KAORU- 
MOST CHAN... 
OF THEM 
GAVE UP 
WHEN 
THEIR 
ITEMS 














HONESTLY? 
I STARTED 
CRAFTING TO 
RELIEVE MY 
STRESS, SO... 
MY MOTIVES 
AREN’T ALL 
THAT PURE. 



























DON’T 
RECALL 
s» THOUGH _ IT EVER 
I'M SURE BEING TOO 
THAT PEOPLE STRESS- 
WOULD KILL FUL... 
ME FOR 
SAYING THAT. 
Everyone 
who's strug- 
gled, that is. 





iting i? 
K reat for 
Frat, 2urer 

relaxing 























GOT SO 
THAT IT 


EVENTUALLY FUN. 


BECAME 
SELLABLE. 


INTO IT ENOUGH, IT 














BECAME 





WHAT’S 
MOST 
IMPORTANT 
IS THAT 
YOU'RE 

HAPPY! 


STILL, 
IT SEEMS 
LIKE YOU 
WHEN GOT SOME 
RESULTS 
YOU PUT 
ONCE YOU 
YOUR NOSE KEPT AT 
TO THE IT 
GRINDSTONE ; 
AND BUILD 
SOMETHING 
LITTLE BY 
LITTLE- 





NOTHING IN 
THIS WORLD 
COULD BE 
BETTER THAN 
SUCCESS 
WITHOUT A 
STRUGGLE. 
















































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































THAT’S 
GOOD. 


WHEN 
I’M STUCK 
IN MY OWN 
HEAD, IT 
GETS HARD 
TO TELL, 
HAHA. 
























































YOU DO! 
SEEMS LIKE 
IT’S BEEN 
NOTHING BUT 
CLEAR SKIES 
SINCE YOU GOT 
MARRIED. 












































I’M 
HEADING 
OUT 
NOW! 








GREAT 
WORK 
TODAY! 







WANTED 
TO TALK 
ABOUT 





























BY 
THE WAY, 
MANAGER, 

DO YOU 


HAVE A 
MOMENT? 
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LATELY, 
I'VE BEEN 
STUCK ON 
THIS ONE 

THOUGHT... 























os ANYTHING 
I'VE EVER 

CHOSEN FOR 

MYSELF? 






THAT'S ER 
A PRETTY : 
VAGUE 
REASON TO 
DO SOME- 
THING, 
HUH? 






















THAT 
SOUNDS 
LOVELY, 
I’M ROOT- 
ING FOR 
















OH, 


GENEROUS 
MOTHER 
EARTH! 























MANAGER! 
YOU'RE AS 


OF 
COURSE. 


AS 























































































AREN'T WE, 
[> KAORU- 















































































































































































































































































































































THANK 
YOU SO 
I'MSORRY. MUUUCH! 
YOU ALWAYS 

SPOIL ME! 


>s 


(os) 













































































































































































IDID 
INDEED! 


WAIT, 

WHAT DO 
YOU MEAN, 
“SURPRIS- 


? 


I HAD SO 
MUCH FUN 
MAKING THAT 
NECKLACE I 
GAVE YOU, 
AND WELL, 
BEFORE I 
KNEW IT... 

















HEH. WELL, 
IT’S NOT SO 
BAD WHEN 

YOU'RE DOING 
WHAT YOU 

LOVE. 


WHA 
CAN you Ff 
REALLY 
MAKE ALL 
THESE ON 
THAT YOUR 
SOUNDS OWN? 


HUH?! 
WAIT A 
MINUTE, 
YOU MADE 
THAT 2! 


SHE MIGHT 
ACTUALLY BE 
KIND OF A 

GENIUS... 





I HAVE 
A FEAR 
OF SHARP 
OBJECTS, 
50 I CAN’T 
HELP IT... 














WELL, 

I MEAN... 
YOUR KNIFE- 
HANDLING 
SKILLS ARE 
PRETTY 
ATROCIOUS 


«AND THAT 
CEMENTED MY 
IMPRESSION 
OF YOU AS 
CLUMSY... 


I WANT THEN MAYBE 
TO HELP DON’T I'LL MAKE 


OUT ANY YOU WANT US DINNER 
WAYI  TOGETINA TONIGHT! 
CAN. LITTLE MORE / 

WORK? 









































WAAAH, 
THAVE 
SUCH A 
SWEET 
LITTLE 
SISTER!!! 


GEEZ... 
yi} (eo DON’T YOU 
ae i rn / THINK THIS 
HABIT? IT’S Cwm Ya HUGGING 
MORE OF AN : é HABIT OF 
INSTINCT YOURS IS 
GETTING 
OUT OF 
HAND? 





AM... 
YEAH. ARE 
FIND YOU... 
ANYTHING || / _EMAS. 
I MADE YET: 1 COULD 
ALOT OF STAND FOR 
CALLS, BUT fo. A CHANGE 
Iwas shot | OF PACE... 








T’VE GOT 
A STORE 
RECOMMEN- 
DATION 
FOR YOU! 


WE 
ACTUALLY 
HAVE ENOUGH 
STUDENT 
WORKERS 
ALREADY. 


HAVE HER 
MAKE ME 
SOMETHIN’ 














«BUT 
THERE’S 
JUST NO 

SPACE FOR 
IT AT THE 
MOMENT... 


I BELIEVE weL- 


SHE’S COME 
OFF TODAY, HOME. 


ACTUALLY. 


could you 
please 
knock-* 


I WOULD 
LOVE TO 
HIRE YOU 
BASED ON 
KAORU- 
CHAN’S 
REFER- 
ENCE... 









































‘\ 


WELL, OH! 


WE'RE JUST HAVING A IS SHE A 
WRAPPING UP, JOB INTER- FRIEND OF 
THOUGH... VIEW... ; YOURS? 


oe HEY, 
MANAGER. 





YOU'RE 
HIRED. 


CHAN, 
WHAT 
DID YOU 
DO.2.7! 





ine A-ARE 
ence vou sure 
OF YOU THIS? 
TURNING a 
ME DOWN [15 
STILL PRETTY 
FRESH IN MY 


















































ANYWAY 
I’D LIKE 
TO GET YOU 
STARTED ON 
YOUR FIRST 
TASK AT 


+ OF 
COURSE. 























BUT IF I 


WAS BEING 


HONEST, 


SO YOU 
COULD SAY 


I’M IN NO 
POSITION ibaa 


THAT GAZE 50) Dery GIRL’S FAMILY 
HER... OWNS THIS 
BUILDING. 


OF HERS 
TERRIFIES 
ME... 


I’M A SORRY 
EXCUSE FOR A 
MANAGER, BUT 

I LOOK FORWARD 

TO WORKING 

WITH YOU! 





your 

WORRYWART 

OF A BIG 

SISTER IS 
BACK THERE. 
COULD YOU 
PLEASE TAKE 
HER HOME? 
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IF IT DOESN'T 
SEEM LIKE IT’LL 
BE A GOOD FIT, 
THEN IT’S FINE 
IF YOU WANNA 
TURN IT DOWN 
RIGHT AWAY... 


I GAVE 
UTA-CHAN 
A REFERRAL 
AT THE PLACE 
I WORK PART- 
TIME. 


HOW 
DO YOU 
LIKE THAT? 
TWO BIRDS 
WITH ONE 
STONE! 


SOUNDS 
LIKE YOU 
WERE JUST 
DOING WHAT’S 
CONVENIENT 
FOR YOU. 


No ied 


at Wa. Si 
is Wen fio, 


(Sf AN 
tN 


TWO GO 
SOME- 
WHERE? 


SHE CAN 
«AND BE AT EASE 
THEY NEED WORKING 
A REPLACE- AT A PLACE 
MENT FOR LIKE THAT... 
ME, ANYWAY, 
$0 IT’S 
A HUGE 
HELP. 


How po He. 
YOU FEEL 
ABOUT IT, 
UTA-CHAN? 





AND 











ALSO. 
well 
SEEMS I’M SUPER 
LIKE MY EXCITED! 
FRIEND HAD 
A HAND IN 


bo J GETTING ME 









THE PLACE 
chi IN THERE. SEEMS COZY, 
al AND THE 

MANAGER 


IS REALLY 


KURO- 
CHAN WAS 
SURPRISED, 









YEAH. 









DAUGHTER! 
wow, 
SO SHE’S 
A FRIEND 
OF YOURS, 
HUH? 





OH, NO... 
VELL, E Bie HAGN'T 

WAIIIT, WOE ALL . GOTTEN 

HOW Seng Pic A WEIRD 


IMPRESSION 


EVEN IF 
YOU'VE 
SLIPPED 
UP A BIT, 
I’M SURE 


IT WASN’T 
TOO WEIRD. 


THAT’S 
BECAUSE I 
TALK ABOUT 
YOU ALL 
THE TIME, 
ONEE-CHAN! 


TRY NOT 
TO SAY 
ANYTHING 
TOO ODD 
ABOUT... 
ME... 


YOU JUST 
CALL ME 
“ONEE-CHAN” 
FOR THE 
FIRST TIME 
THAT CASU- 
ALLY?! 



































COTTA 
RECORD 
THIS FOR 
POSTER- 
ITY!!! 


WELL, 
IT’S A LOT 
HARDER TO 
SAY IF YOU 
PUT ME ON 
THE SPOT! 


AGAIN! 















I 
BOUGHT 
ICE CREAM. 
WANT 
SOME? 



















I 
DIDN'T 
KNOW 
WHAT YOUR 
FAVORITE 
WAS, THOUGH, 
SO I JUST 
BOUGHT 
ONE I 
LIKED. 















































































































































































































































































































) BUT IT’S 
DELICIOUS. 
(READ 

BETWEEN 



















NO 






THE 
LINES!) THANKS, 
I'D JUST 

GET COLD. 
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YOU'RE 
THE ONE 
WHO’S BEING 
WEIRD, UTA- 
CHAN. 
























































T WAS 
WORRIED 
THAT YOU 

AREN’T 


ACTUALLY... 


++sDOING 

AS WELL 
AS YOU 
SEEM. 























YOU'VE 
BEEN 
STRANGE 
LATELY, LIKE 
OVERLY 
CHEERY. 














YOU’RE 
SAYING IS 
THAT BEING 
CHEERFUL 
DOESN'T 
SUIT ME? 
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TH-THAT’S 
NOT WHAT 
I WAS... 


su THINK 


IT’S NICE 
OF YOU 
TO WORRY 


ABOUT 
«BUT 


IT’S ALL IN 
YOUR HEAD, 
DEAREST 
BROTHER. 


















































































































































60 
BRUSH 
YOUR 
TEETH AND 
GET SOME 
SLEEP. 











Vir ux 


KF (Could 
Reahttu « 
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KF (Coula 


Keacht 


You 
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Heartwarming Winter 


Love v Stories 














Hae 
lI | 


Ine: 





36 


YEAH. 
WE'VE 
GOT FINALS 
COMING UP, 
SO I THOUGHT 
I’D PICK UP 
SOME STUDY 
GUIDES... £ 


THAT 
AND GET 
CAUGHT 
UP IN... 






REALLY? 
ALL I DID IN 


WAS MESS 
AROUND. 








HIGH SCHOOL 






































AMI? I 
THINK I’M 







ALWAYS 





PRETTY SUCH 
AVERAGE... A HARD 
WORKER! 






















COME 






IS TO THINK 
THERE OF IT... 
ANYONE YOU 
LIKE, UTA- 
CHAN? 


SO SPILL 
IT-ISN'T 
IT ABOUT ae a le 
TIME? PH ee YOU... 
YOU'RE 
AHIGH 
SCHOOL 
GIRL, AFTER 

















IN FACT, I 
DON’T THINK 
I'VE EVER 
HEARD YOU 
TALK ABOUT 
RELATION- 
SHIPS. 





DIFFERENT 
THINGS... 


THAT'S 
SURPRISING, 
CONSIDERING 
HOW MANY 
ROMANCE 
NOVELS YOU 
SEEM 10 













































































I LIKE 
THESE 
BECAUSE 
WATCHING A 
HAPPY ENDING 
UNFOLD FILLS 
ME WITH 
JOY. 
























































LA ~~ THOUGH 


£2 




















FOR SOME, 

SALVATION OOH, 
IS SOMETHING I TOTALLY 
THEY CAN GET GET 
IN THEIR OWN THAT. 


FAIRY TALES... 






































































































































ACTUALLY 
I’M JUST 
DROPPING IN. 
I’M HEADIN’ 
OUT ON 
BUSINESS 
FOR THE NEXT 
WEEK, 


SORRY. 
IT WAS 
DECIDED 
PRETTY 
LAST 
MINUTE. 





I WAS 
THINK- 
ING WE 
COULD 
GO 
SOME- 
WHERE 
THIS 
WEEK- 
END. 


YOUR 
BIRTHDAY 
IS THIS 
WEEK. 


WHAAAT ?! 
YOU NEVER 
SAID ANY- 
THING ABOUT 
THIS. 








OF COURSE 
WE'LL GET 
ALONG. 
YOU DON’T 
HAVE TO 
TELL ME. 


I'LL BE 
“BACK AT 
THE START 
OF NEXT 
YOU AND WEEK. 
UTA TRY 
AND GET 





SORRY, I 
JUST GOT A 
LITTLE DIZZY 

THERE. 


eee LL BE 
CAREFUL. 


L KNOW 
THAT THINGS 
ARE GOING 
WELL WITH 
YOUR WORK, 
BUT DON'T TRY 
TO RAMP IT UP 
you'l. \ \ TOO FAST. 


END UP 
LIKE YOUR 
MOTHER. 



























DON’T SEE 
YOU SIGHING 
VERY OFTEN, 
KURO-CHAN. 











Youre 
onna let 
all of your 
happines? 
escape. 








HAA- 
AHH... 





THOSE 
TESTS 
WE'VE GOT [SS ‘ IS THERE 
COMING UP pS 4 ey SOMETHING 
ARE DRAG- we SERIOUS 
GING ME fe BOTHERING > 
DOWN. 2 YOU. ++? 
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>» 


LAST iy 
. TIME, : WORST- 
SAID MY DAD oo 
THAT IFI CHEWED — spn 
GOT THOSE ME OUT. 
KINDS OF : J) GRADE...2! 
GRADES 
AGAIN, HE 
WOULDN'T 
LET ME LIVE 
ON MY OWN 
ANYMORE. 


HAVING MY 
FREEDOM 
SNATCHED 
AWAY IS THE 
ONE THING 
I CAN'T 
STABAAAND! 


UGGGH! 





































































































you're 
breaking 
character 















































COME TO 
THINK OF IT, 
YOUR GRADES ARE 
GOOD ENOUGH 
TO MAKE THE 
TOP FIVE, AREN'T 


WELL... 


1 DO PUT \ 
IN ALOT OF BY 
WORK TO KEEP fh” <> 


RECEIVING MY 
SCHOLARSHIP 
FUNDS. 


MY, 
HOW 
POLITE. 


| FOR YOUR 


| BUSINESS! 





YOU'VE 
REALLY 
GOTTEN 
THE HANG 
OF THIS! 


IT’S ALL 
THANKS TO 
MIYABI-CHAN 

BEING SO 
DILIGENT IN 
SHOWING ME 
THE ROPES. 








fa 
Rj 
sr 
WA 


















































IS SUCH 
A HELP, 
ISN’T SHE? 
CONSCIEN- 
TIOUS AND 
RELIABLE. 


THAT’S 
M 


zr 
SUPPOSE 
MIYABI 


DIDN’T 
WANT TO 
BE TOO 
MUCH 
LIKE HER 
PARENTS! 


OBSESSED 
MOTHER... 
ACTUALLY, 
Aly SHE’S JUST 

A SOFTIE... 
iV] 
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DON’T 
REALLY CLING 
TO YOU OR 
ASK FOR MUCH, 
SOIT’SA 
BIT LONELY 


—T YOUR KID’S 


SO PUT TO- 
GETHER... 


MAYBE 
SHE’S OKAY 
WITH BEING 
SPOILED BY 

SOMEONE 

ELSE. I 

SURE HOPE 


PLEASE 
COME 
HELP ME 
INSTEAD 
\ OF CHIT- 
CHATTING! 





SEEMS ee 
LIKE YOU'RE a 


FINALLY 0 WELCOME 
rea © ue 
PART. CH AN / 























AGAIN...7 


hs 
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WHO 
CARES? IT’S 
GOOD FOR 
THE SOUL, 

ISN’T IT? 


SHUT 
UP AL- 
IT’S READY. 
NOT YOUR 
FAULT IF I 
COLLAPSE OR 
WHATEVER. 


engl 


( — ad (e 


. A 








TTT 


ihe AG 
Cr 








IF YOU 
STUFF YOUR 
FACE WITH 
NOTHING BUT 
SWEETS ALL THE 
TIME, YOU'RE 
GOING TO 


NO, IT 


YOUR ISN’T! 


FATHER 
ASKED ME 
TO LOOK 
AFTER YOUR 
DIETARY 
HEALTH! 
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UM, SORRY, 
KURO-CHAN. 
I’M HONORED, 
BUT I’M STILL 
NOT ALLOW- 
ED IN THE 
KITCHEN, 
50... 


PSH, 
YOU'RE 
ALL 
USELE... 


THAT'S 
MEAN! 


I MEAN IT’S 
ONLY BEEN 
LIKE HALF 
A YEAR. 





MIYABI’S 
HOLDIN’ 
OUT ON ME, 
SO YOU'RE 
MY SWEETS 
SUPPLIER 





I JUST 
THOUGHT 
SHE MIGHT 

BE... 


++ SOME- 
ONE THAT 
YOU'VE 
KNOWN FOR 
A LONG 
TIME. 


OH... IT’S 
NOTHING... 
IT’S 
JUST THE 
FIRST TIME 
I'VE SEEN 
YOU GET 
SO FRIEND- 
LY WITH 
SOMEONE, 


























WHERE 
SHOULD 
WE DO THE 


“AND. STUDYING 


SHOULD 
BE FINE, 
AS LONG 
AS IT’S 


























QUIET. \ 
WHAT IS | | 
SHE EVEN wae 
LEARNING cD. Wy YY A) | 
DURING | 
CLASS? = 
| 


ai 
ims 





THEN 
MAYBE 
I‘LL DROP 
IN AS SOON 
AS WORK’S 
DONE. 

















IT’S ON 
THE TOP 
FLOOR 
OF THIS 
BUILDING. 









gy tus 
| YOU LATER, 












































YEAH I’M | _. ARE YOU 
HELPING 

TWO HAVING 
HER WITH | SOME KIND 
SOME TEST | OF STUDY 
PREP. 


ON KURO- 
CHAN’S 


REQUEST. GROUP...? 

























HUH... 
SHE ASKED 
YOU...? 


YEAH... 


PROBABLY. WILL YOU 


BE ALL 


RIGHT? 
T WAS 


DEFINITELY 
SURPRISED 
TO LEARN 
HOW BAD 
HER RANK- 
ING WAS... 


IT SEEMS 
LIKE IT’LL 
BE TROUBLE- 
SOME, GIVEN... 
CHLOE’S 
ACADEMIC 
ABILITIES. 





I’M 
GLAD TO 
HAVE HER 

RELYING ON 


ME FOR 
ONCE... 


oO 

I’LL AT 
LEAST 
GIVE IT 
A GO! 





TODAY! 












starting today. 
Gonna be just us 























WHAT IF 

I ASKED TO 
CRASH HERE 

FOR A BIT, 

UNDER THE 
PRETEXT OF 
A STUDYING 
BOOT CAMP? 

WOULD THAT BE 

ANNOYING? 





OH! 
MIYABI- 
SAN. 


GOOD 
WORK 
TO... 








OKAY... 
































eo lF I 
JOINED 
YOU, 
TOO...? 
























































KF (Could 
Reahttu « 





A 


(Could 


Keacht 


You 
























































VE BEEN 
WHILE... 


I’ 
ALONE IN A 


FIRST TIME 

















































































































eee 


me: St ee: 
Se 
ee 
see ee 

















































































7 THANKS \ 


\ FOR 
| HAVING 
US. 










































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































TW 


Ke 
ed GO ON 
fea. AND HAVE 
A SEAT 
OVER 


tyr \ THERE. 


a 


































































































































































































































































































HEY, MIYABI, 
WHERE’D YOU 
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YOU ARE 
SERIOUSLY 
RUDE. 


YOU 

DON’T 
SEEM 
AT ALL 
SELF- 


RELIANT. 


YOUR 
PLACE 
IS A LOT 
CLEANER 
THAN I 
THOUGHT 
IT’D BE. 






Ard here 
Lugs 
thinking TY. 
CCH wrong 

about you... 


I MEAN, 
AT FIRST, 
I WAS 
JUST COM- 
ING UP TO 


| TAKE CARE 


OF THE 








MIYABI 
ALWAYS 
COMES AND 
CLEANS 
THE PLACE 
UP, EVEN 
THOUGH 
I'VE NEVER 
ASKED HER. 


evlF SHE'S 
BEEN STRONG- 
ARMING YOU, 
YOU KNOW YOU 
CAN REFUSE, 


I 
REALLY 
AM DOING 
IT OF 
MY OWN 
ACCORD. 











WHAT’D 
YOU TAG 
ALONG FOR, 
ANYWAY, 
MIYABI? 























SEEING 
HER PLACE 
DESCENDING 
INTO CHAOS 
BEFORE MY 
VERY EYES MADE 
IT HARDER 
SO, I AND HARDER 
COME TO LEAVE 
AROUND THINGS 
PERIODI- ALONE. 
CALLY TO 
CLEAN UP. 


























NO WAY, I 
NEED UTA TO 
GIVE ME HER 
UNDIVIDED 
ATTENTION. 



















veel WAS 
THINKING 
I'D HAVE 
UTA-SAN HELP 
ME WITH MY 
STUDIES, 
TOO... 





I DON’T I DON'T 





















THINK THEY’D EVEN IF REALLY 
COVER THE WEGOTO MIND. 
SAME TOPICS DIFFERENT 
IN DIFFERENT SCHOOLS, I’M 
CLASS YEARS, SURE EXAMS 
THOUGH. WOULD COVER F 


SIMILAR 
SUBJECTS. 


A FIRST 
YEAR IN 
HIGH 
SCHOOL? 


JUNIOR 
HIGH?! 


Oe 





IT DEFINITELY 


SEEMS LIKE 
YOU AND 
KURO-CHAN 
ARE TOTALLY 
REVERSED! 


I THINK 
THAT I 
SHOULD 


SO, IF 
THERE'S BE ABLE 


TO COVER 
ANYTHING 
you pon’T MIDDLE 


SCHOOL 
GET, JUST 
ASK. TOPICS. 





THIS IS 
IMPOS- 
SIBLE... 
HONESTLY, 
ITSA 
WONDER 
SHE’S SOME- 
BACK A 
YEAR... 


KURO-CHAN, 
I THINK YOU 
SHOULD START J 


ELEMENTARY 
| START SCHOOL... 
NOW, AND 


| YOU MIGHT. 
CATCH UP 
IN TIME... 


ALSO, 
THAT'S 
ACTUALLY 
THE BEST 
-— ; IVE DONE 
WHY DOES 7 
SHE SEEM 


IN THE 
PAST FEW 
PROUD OF \_* 


YEARS. 








T CAME 
TO RETURN 


SOMETHING. 


IS CHLOE 
IN? 








IT’S 
FINE AS 
LONG AS 
YOU'VE 
MADE SOME 
IMPROVEMENT 
OVER YOUR 
PREVIOUS 
SCORES, 
RIGHT? 


I 
DECLARED 
THAT I 
WOULDN'T 
FAIL ANY OF 
MY TESTS. 
THAT'LL 
SHOW ‘EM! 


HEY, 
UTACCHI! 


If! 


i 

















ie ih 


ARE YOU 
STRUGGLING 
WITH TEST 
i) 
Leave PREP? 
IT TO 
ME! 



































IS SHEA 
SAVIOR, 
OR JUST 
AN INTER- 
LOPER...? 












































































































































BUT 
I ALWAYS 
GET THE 
BEST MARKS HUH? 
IN OUR WAIT! 
GRADE, 


Y'KNOW... 
WHY 


WON'T 
YOU RELY 


ON 
MEEE?! 





on TRY TO 
MEMORIZE 
THE PARTS 
T HIGH- 
LIGHTED. 


HERE’S 
SOME 
COOKIES, 
NOW GO 





I HAD 
NO IDEA 
YOU WERE 
SO GIFTED, 
KONATSU. 


IT ALSO 
MADE MY 
TEACHERS 





WHILE 
I WAS OUT 
OF SCHOOL 


LEAST IT — 
OVERLOOK ; 
My PREVIOUS| | BOOSTED S 7 io ce. 


BEHAVIOR... MY MUCH FREE 
GRADES, TIME... SO 


I GUESS! 1 JUST 
STUDIED! 














IT MADE 












ME REALIZE 
THAT 

FAVOR ADULTS... 
PAWNS WITH 

PROMISE. 

SO MUCH 

THAT IT’S 
LAUGHABLE, 






REALLY. 














EWUPDER.. 





























it feele like 
On geting = @ { 7" IT’S JUST. 
hives. ae 
SOMEHOW IT 
. riy FEELS LIKE 
A) AN\s MY BODY IS WHAT'S 
Ld) REJECTING... WRONG, 








CHLOE? 


YOU'RE 
SHAK- 









oo THE 
VERY IDEA 
OF BEING 






LET’S 
STUDY 
ALITTLE 
SOMETHING 
ELSE TO GET 
YOUR BODY 
USED TO ME, 
FIRST! 




















SORRY 
FOR THE 
RUCKUS. 









































































































































































































































a BY THE 
eet WAY, WHO 
Ww 1 
pe M/S ISTHIS |= 
os GIRL? 








od HER LE AY Salon’ 
NO 5 A eamiy Vi SS sw her 
SY 77 owns THe 
. CAFE ON 
= | re ist / 
- FLOOR. . 





80 


WE'RE... 


YOU'RE 


CHLOE’S- I) | 1 


\ 


| 


ACQUAIN- 
TANCE. 





I SHOULD 
BE GETTING 
HOME NOW. 


THANKS 
FOR 


HAVING 














WAS 
THAT THE 
GIRL YOU'RE 
DATING? 






































SO, WHAT’S 
UP ALL OF A 
SUDDEN? 


I’M HAPPY 
TO LISTEN, IF 
YOU DON’T 
MIND TELL- 
ING ME... 





ol’'M 
SEEING 
SOMEONE 
RIGHT 


; uh 


& KURO- 
CHAN?! ‘ 08 


WE’RE 
DATING. OR 
AT LEAST... 

WE’RE 
SUPPOSED 

TO BE. 





LI KIND OF HOW DO 


oo YOU FEEL 


CTODAY). ABOUT 


ME?! 





THOUGH. 


IF THAT'S 
COOL WITH 


nw 
xe 
SIR 
SN 


iw 
N\ 








ce 
, ee 
Seeieee 














oe 


























































































































SINCE THEN, 
WE'VE BEEN IN 
THIS KIND OF 

AMBIGUOUS 
RELATIONSHIP. 


CHLOE NEVER 
SEEMED TO 
HAVE MUCH 
INTEREST IN 

ROMANCE 

IN THE FIRST 

PLACE... 


+050 I'VE 
STARTED 
TO FEEL LIKE 
SHE JUST 
SAID THAT 
TO DISMISS 
ME... 


I 
THOUGHT 
THAT WAS 

STRANGE, BUT 
T DIDN'T HAVE 
THE COURAGE 
TO ASK HER 
AGAIN. 


STILL, 
NOT ONCE 
HAS SHE 
EVER... 





HAS 
SHE SAID 
ANYTHING 
TO YOU, 
UTA-SAN? 
os SHE 
DOES ALWAYS 
SEEM TO HAVE 
A GREAT TIME 
HEARING ABOUT 
MY LOVE 
LIFE... 








KURO-CHAN 
DOESN'T 
REALLY 
TALK ABOUT 
S01 so HERSELF. 
DONT WHEN IT 
THINK IT’S | 


COMES TO 
ROMANCE 
TINTIRELY. SPECIFI- 
ENTIRELY 


CALLY, I 
UNINTER- ; HAVE NO 
ESTED. CLUE... 


UTA- 
SAN, ARE 
YOU IN 

LOVE WITH 

SOMEONE, 
T00? 








SO I’VE 


ALREADY 
GIVEN UP 
ON IT. 








OR, I 
GUESS... 
I WAS. 


IT WAS 
SOMEONE SO 
FAR OUT OF MY 
REACH, THERE WAS 
NO POINT IN 
TRYING. 


































AS 
LONG AS 
YOU DON’T 
GIVE UP. 







sO 
KEEP ON 
TRYING! 


I DO THINK 
THAT YOUR 
LOVE CAN 
MAKE IT... 


















. «CON- NOT... 
THAT’S VINCING, 
COMING 
NOT FROM ME. 






TRUE! 


















































AND 
YOU'RE FINE 
WITH THAT, 

CHLOE? 

































































SOONER 
OR LATER, 
PEOPLE JUST 
FORGET IT, 
AND TOSS 
IT ASIDE. 








LOVE IS A 
TEMPORARY 
FEELING. 


KF (Could 
Reahttu « 





A 


(Could 


Keacht 


You 


lS A 
FANTASY 
THAT WILL 
NEVER COME 
TRUE. 


PHATE} 
REVATIONSHIRS 


THA TPAREYBASED, 
(ONIROMANGE? 


I KNOW 
FORA 
FACT... 


ve THAT 
ETERNAL 
LOVE... 





Chapter 9 








YOU'D TH 
MY FATHER, 
OF WEALTH, 





gai NO MATTER HOW * 
Ww0® —\ OLD HE GOT, HE 
NEVER GOT ANY. 


EVERY SINGLE \. 
TIME, HE ACTED LIKE, 
IT WAS AN ENCOUNTE: 
WRITTEN IN-THE STARS, 
LIKE HE HAD MET.HIS\ 
SOULMATE. AGAIN AND 
AGAIN, HE DIVORGED® _ 
AND REMARRIED, 








~ AND IT WAS 


Dewamgell 1 


IRRITATING 
























/ 
I GOT 


TIRED 
TOF BEING 
JERKED 
AROUND... 



















































































AND SO IN THE 
END, I THINK 
THAT LOVE... 

BOTH 
PHYSICALLY AND 
EMOTIONALLY 
SPEAKING... 
wel A 
FLEETING 
TRANSACTION=. 









ONE.FORMED ONLY - 






















































































eS =ZVING: =THAT. 
: == T5=A=BAD. 
= THING 








































































































































































































ELL 
SSaRRGanil 












































THANKS 
FOR 
TAKIN’ 











YOU JUST 
MISSED 
HER. SHE 
SUDDENLY 
SAID HAD TO 
SHE’LL GO. 
BE BACK 
TOMOR- 
ROW. 
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SHE’S 
PRETTY 
| THOUGHT- 
YEAH, 


| FUL, HUH? 
DESPITE HER 
LOOKS, SHE’S 
STRANGELY 
LOYAL... 











YOU 
WORK... 









































veslN THE [= 
MORNING = 
TOMORROW, 

DON’T YOU? 





















































































































































LEE PETETET 
Hea eect 




















IS IT 
REALLY 
OKAY FOR 
ME TO STAY 
OVER...? 


MIYABI 
TOLD 
YOU, 

DIDN'T 
SHE? 


NOW 
YOU’RE 
GETTIN’ 

SHY 
ABOUT 

IT...? 


WHAT’S 
UP? 
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LET’S 


TALK ONCE 
YOU’RE OUT 
OF THE 


BATH. 





















































THANKS 
FOR 
WAITING. 
































D- 


MIND IF 
IDO, 
THEN... 





























oe MIYABI-SAN 
IS WORRIED 
BECAUSE SHE 
DOESN’T KNOW 
HOW YOU FEEL 
ABOUT HER. 


UGH... 


HOW MUCH 
JUST TO bp se 


CONFIRM, | | MN TELL YOU? 
you Two || . 

REALLY ARE 

DATING, 


RELATION- 



























THAT 
SAID, I 
DEFINITELY 
DON’T SEE 
HER AS MY 
ROMANTIC 
PARTNER. 


DON’T THINK 
WE HAVE THE 
SAME KIND OF | 
AFFECTION FOR | | | 
EACH OTHER. | | 

| 


CONSIDERED 














1 D0 
LIKE | | 
HER. | 


BUT I | 




















LIKE HER AS 
A FRIEND, 
THEN? 





THATS... 
NOT IT, 
EITHER. 


I'VE 
NEVER 
REALLY 










HER TO BE 
A FRIEND. 

















I JUST 
DON’T 
THINK I’M 
PRACTICALLY 
SUITED TO 
BEING 
ANYONE’S 
PARTNER, 











sel WONDER STILL... 
IF T HAVE 
THE RIGHT TO 
DATE SOMEONE 
I’M FOND OF, 
WHEN I DON’T 
HAVE THOSE 
KINDS OF 
DESIRES. 









“ee AND EVENTUALLY, 
EVEN EARLY ON, ~I. COME TO MEAN 
I WISHED THAT NOTHING TO HER? 
I COULD DATE 
HER WITHOUT THE 
INSECURITIES... 
I THOUGHT MAYBE... 


seeI‘D END UP 
REGRETTING 
IT ALL. AMI 
THE WEIRD ONE 
FOR THINKING 
THAT? 
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I'M 
APPARENTLY A 
LITTLE CUT OFF 
WHEN IT COMES 
TO HAVING 
ROMANTIC 
FEELINGS. 





= WHAT: IF MIYABI‘S ; 





















CAN'T... 
ANSWER 
THAT FOR 
YOU. 











I THINK 
MIYABI- 
CHAN IS THE 
ONLY ONE 

WHO CAN. 









































IF YOU SO, 
JUST KEEP YOU’VE 
BOTTLING 

a MAKE SURE 
NOTHING’S TO TELL 

GONNA HER 
CHANGE. ed 












































YOU’VE 
BEEN 
THINKING 

ABOUT THIS 
A WHOLE 

LOT. 
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LAY OFF 
ALREADY. 


THAT SMILE 
YOU GOT 
PLASTERED 
ON YOUR 
FACE IS 
STARTING 
TO CREEP 
ME OUT. 



























































































































































































I 
MADE 
ANICE 
BREAKFAST 
MM... FOR YOU, 
SO EAT 
uP! 










pe it 
oe 2 your 
fpatee” 








«+ SERIOUSLY, 
UTA? 


BLACK 
COFFEE? 
YOU TRYIN’ 
TO START A 
FIGHT...7 


I WOULD 
NEVER HAVE 
TO SPELL THIS 

STUFF OUT 


FOR MIYABI... 
faa 


\ 


\ 


Py 


et IT OUT 
\ ALREADY. 




































































































































































THE 
USUAL, 
PLEASE 












































































































































1] 
| 

















veel WANNA 

TALK TO YOU. 
YOU GOT A 

MINUTE? 




















MIYABI- 
CHAN 
SORT OF 
BEGGED 
ME TO 
BE... 


I’M STILL 
NOT READY TO 
BE DUMPED! 
I CAN'T 
BE ALONE! 
PLEASE STAY 
HERE!!! 


IS 
THAT NOT 
WHY I’M 
HERE...? 


WHY 
EXACTLY 
ARE YOU 

HERE, 

UTA? 


I THINK 
I MIGHT 
ACTUALLY 
EXCUSE 
MYSELF 
AFTER 
ALL... 


AND JUST | 

WHO SAID 

ANYTHING 
ABOUT 
THAT? 





I CALLED 
YOU HERE 
‘BECAUSE I 
WANTED... 


TO 
MAKE 
IT CLEAR 
WHAT OUR 
RELATION- 
SHIP IS. 


\ 
7 W ER 
divine hee ANYWAY, TM 
se AND NOT YOU SUCH : | SORRY FOR 
ING YOUR REPLIES. : “~\ NERVOUS... 
FEELINGS. “ : a 
















T HAVE 
see COME PERSON- 


TO TWO ALLY... ye 
CONCLU- 
SIONS. 
I HAVE NO 
INTEREST IN cae. 
PERFORMATIVE fs oN Bessannnanes 

COUPLE-HOOD. a 








BUT 
BEFORE 
I KNEW IT, 
YOU BECAME 
INDISPENSA- 
BLE TO MY 
EVERYDAY. 


I'M 
SORRY IF 


IT SOUNDS | 


LIKE I’M 
JUST SAYING 
WHAT’S 
CONVENIENT 
FOR ME... 


| 


SECOND 


ooo 


HOPELESS 
WITHOUT 








YOU'RE 
IN GOOD 
SPIRITS, 
MIYABI- 
CHAN. 














THANKS 
FOR THE 
OTHER 
DAY. 




















MIYABI. 






























































































































































































































































































































































QUIT 
YAPPIN’ 
AND MAKE 
ME SOME 
DESSERT. 


ie) 
TA 


BEING 
INDISPEN- 


(| THE ONE 
YOU LOVE J *<-5 


EN 


tS 
’ 


ACTUALLY 
BE WAY 
NICER... 


AN 


so 

















INDISPEN- 
SABLE... 





22 


1 


KF (Could 
Reahttu « 





A 


(Could 


Keacht 


You 








TIME 
STOPPED 
FOR ME. 


1 | 
au'THE'AFFECTION 
STILL LINGERS. 


\ ) 


a 

ANDI 

CAN‘T. BE \ 

AT EASE\ = 

ANYWHERE, 
“a 





















































FORWARD, 
TOO...) ° ater) 




























































































eae ae 















































“BEING 
INOISPEN- 
SABLE TO 

THE ONE 
YOU LOVE” 
































































































































































































































IT MUST 


I WANT TO BE BE NICE. 
ENGULFED BY 
TECHNICOLOR 
IMAGES, TOO. 


I’M 
JEALOUS. 












ee MIGHT 
ACTUALLY BE 
WAY NICER” 


.-+ THAN 
SIMPLY 
WEARING 
THE LABEL, 
LOVER. ’” 
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a 














aed 


(gy iat 
aye” 






























































FELL 
ASLEEP 
ON MY 
WORK 
AGAIN... 


I CANT 
LET MY 
ROUTINE 
FALL APART 
JUST ‘CAUSE 
I’M ALONE! 








REIICHI’S 
BIRTH- 
DAY...! 














HE’S 
PROBABLY 
I GUESS WORKING... 


I CAN TEXT 




















\ WAS 
I FORGOT \ 
IT WAS A \ CLOSE! 
SUPPOSED 
TO RAIN 
THIS AFTER- 
NOON. 


























LOOKS 
LIKE HE 
ALREADY 
REPLIED. 








rN royal BWC SeU] ) elexx=16) yr Thanks. I’Il call 
icon eo)naom atelaakemme)nave) agen, 
night but my trip got 
extended a few more 
days, so, see ya then. 


you once things 
calm down after 
work today. 

















WHEN 
DID UTA- 
CHAN SAY 
SHE WAS 
COMING 
HOME... ? 


WHAT? 
N 0, 
CMON... 














































































































Fellll! 






































NOW, AS AN ADULT, 
IT’S EVEN LONELIER 
BEING ALONE. 





















































































IT’S, 
LIKE, 
REALLY 
OVER- 
FLOWING. 

























































































































WHAT’RE 
YOU SPACIN’ 
OUT FOR? 












THAT'S A 
NICE LOOK 


EXPRESSION ON YOUR 
SUITS YOU FACE. 
MUCH BETTER 
THAN FORCING 
A SMILE ALL 
THE TIME. 
15 THAT 
SUPPOSED 
TO BEA 
COMPLI- 
MENT...? 








IT MEANS 


YOU SEEM 
SO MUCH 
LIVELIER. 


YOU’RE 

FACING 

THINGS 
HONESTLY, 


HEAD ON. 





WHEN I 

TALKED TO 
sell YOU THAT 
HELPED _—*iTIME... ‘ 
ME 
REALIZE 
SOME 
THINGS. 






ce 




























IT WOULD 
BE EASIER IF 
I WAS AWAY 
FROM 
KAORU-SAN- 























IT HAS 
BEEN 
EASIER... 













































«BUT 
THEN THAT 
WOULD 

LEAVE 


wCOMPLETELY ME... 
EMPTY. 





IF IT BOGS 
ME DOWN 
WITH HEAVY 
THOUGHTS... 





veel VE 
REALIZED 
THAT'S 
STILL 
BETTER 
THAN 
HAVING 
NOTHING. 
















































































IHTVAAUAUATUAAUAAALA 








A BUNCH OF 
MESSAGES = 
_ FROM KAORU- < 
SAN, 










HUH? 
WHAT’S 
WRONG?! 


Mpa 


I TOLD 
YOU I’D 
BE HOME 
AFTER EXAMS 
WERE OVER, 
THOUGH... 


ONEE- 
CHAN, ARE 
YOU CRY... 

ING? 


DID 
SOME- 
THING 

HAPPEN? 





so 
KNOW, IT’S 
PATHETIC. 
I’M TOO 
OLD FOR 



















EVER 
SINCE THE 
DAY MOTHER 
DIED... 





vel GET 
ANXIOUS 
WHEN T’M 
ALONE FOR 

LONG PERIODS 

OF TIME. 


ANY 
CHANCE | 
YOU COULD | 
COME HOME | 
TODAY..P f= 























YOU 
KNOW, I 
CAN'T BE HIS 
REPLACE- 
MENT. 
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UTA-CHAN, 
SOMETIMES 


I JUST WANT 
TO HAVE YOU 
BY MY SIDE. 




























CHANGE 
INA WAY 
THAT'LL BE 
HONEST TO 
MY FEELINGS. 




















THAT.YOU'RE \ 

GOOD at 
MAKING, | |} 

ONEE-CHAN. | 

































oe RIGHT, 
THERE WAS 

















SHOPPING 
TOOK ME A LOT 
LONGER THAN 

wonpeR 1 THOUGHT. 


IF ILL HAVE 
DINNER READY 
BEFORE SHE 
GETS HOME. 
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WITH 
RISAKO. 




































































































































































be continued, 


To 





KF (Could 
Reahttu « 








SHOULD 
I PUT 
THIS 
IN THE 

CLOSET? 











Bonus Story 


THIS 
HAPPENED 
WHEN I WAS 
HELPING 
KAORU-SAN 
CLEAN UP 
HER ROOM. 


OH! NO! 
WAL... 


vv 


vu 




















wow, 
I’M SUR- 
PRISED. 


AT FIRST, 
I WASN'T 
INTERESTED 
IN THEM 
AT ALL. 


BUT, WHEN 
T BECAME 
woe THER’ A FULL-TIME 
nee HOUSEWIFE, 
PERIOD JUST AFTER 
WHERE I WE GOT 
HAD A LOT MARRIED... 
OF TIME ON 
MY HANDS. 


THERE'S 

NOTHING 
GOOD ON TV, our are 

-R- 
Pieeeee ee TONIGHT. 


KUN'S 












IT'S 
THAT GAME 
CONSOLE 
REI/CHI-KLUN 
WASTED ALL 
THAT MONEY 
ON... 




































































































































































. Might” 

way to-kil 

some time, 
€ at least. 





THAT 
ESCALATED 
QUICKLY, 


HUH?! 
OH... 
IF YOU 
WOULD, 
THEN... 














AFTER IT 
STARTED 
TEARING MY 
LIFE APART, 
I SEALED 
THEM ALL 
AWAY. 


I'LL GO 
AHEAD AND 
GET THEM ALL 
BOXED UP FOR 
YOU, THEN, 
SO IT’LL BE 
EASIER TO GET 
RID OF. 





AFTER THAT, 
WELL... IN 
RETROSPECT, 
I ENDED UP 
TOTALLY 
ADDICTED, 
MYSELF. 


HONESTLY, 
EVEN WHEN I 
PUT THEM ASIDE, 
THEY STILL GET 
IN MY WAY, 

I SHOULD 
JUST SELL 
THEM. 


It's been about half 
a year since the last 
one, but when you're 

drawing, even that 
long passes you by 
shockingly quickly... 


J wish I could stop 
being such a sloupoke, 
but that’s apparenty just 
foo high a hurdle for me. We 


Anyway, Though 


sfarted Anyway, I live my 
sometimes I visiting cat 


life following my 
Geta bit too cates and impulses, es 
relaxed and_ rabbit cafes I have fo vse my 
my mind goes~ — and aquariums head and work realy 
totally blank. and uch a lot hard to think about 
hehe more offen. the story, it saps all 
rae of my strength. 


thats kinda 
how I'l! 

be grinding 

for the next 





\F their ages Were reversed 








Special Thanks 


Ldifor Saito-san 
Kawatani Vesign-san 
Everyone Elee Involved 
A-chan 
and my Vearest Readers... 
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